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many members they would enlist for the Congress. Mr. Gandhi himself pro-
mised to spin and enlist 100 members from Kathiawar. A remark was made
that he should collect two lakhs of members from India, Mr. Gandhi replied
that he would give the surplus to them. On the whole 74 members promised
to spin, three promised to give yarn spun by others, and the total number of
members promised to be collected was 1,700. Mr. Gandhi then suggested that
over and above these members who would spin or give yarn, there might be
many more who would spin for half an hour daily if they were given cotton,
He wanted that cotton should be collected. Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel promised
to collect 500 maunds of cotton and Mr. Abbas Tyabji promised to collect 25
maunds.
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431.   CONVOCATION ADDRESS AT GUJARAT
VWTAPITH, AHMEDABAD
January 14, 1925
STUDENTS,  BROTHERS AND SISTERS,
I congratulate you, students, who have received degrees to-
day and hope that you will fulfil the vow that you have taken.
Normally, on such an occasion, an institution reports progress in
the numbers of students and teachers and in other respects. You
must have seen from the report which the registrar read today
that during the last four years the number of students has gra-
dually been going down.  Ordinarily this would cause disappoint-
ment.   I am not disappointed, though I would admit that if it
had been possible for us to show an increase in the number of stu-
dents or some other progress by commonly accepted standards,
I would have been pleased.  I cannot say that the present posi-
tion of the institution pleases me, but I am also not disappointed.
It is true I and many others with me had hoped that we would
need to run this institution only for a year and that after the
attainment of swaraj at the close of this period you would go
back to your schools and colleges which you had left at the call of
the country.  But four years instead of one have already passed
and it is not yet possible to say how long we must still remain
in banishment-  I have now come to believe that even after we
secure swaraj many such institutions would continue to work in-
dependently of the Government.  The only difference then would
be that unlike today these institutions would not have to compete
with Government schools and colleges and the latter would not be